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Mayor’s MessageMayor’s Message
       Construction season is upon us,
bringing with it the need to find alter-
native routes or allow extra time to
accommodate delays. There are a 
number of projects scheduled during 
the upcoming warm months that impact
our community. These projects ultimate-
ly improve our roads and our utilities like
water, sewer and even Internet. But while
they are under construction, they present
challenges that require patience and
planning. 
       Keep in mind that not all projects
occurring within the city limits are City
of West Jordan projects carried out by
City crews. Some like Mountain View
Corridor and the Bangerter intersections
are UDOT projects. Others are utility
projects carried out by companies like
Quest, Comcast, Questar Gas, or Rocky
Mountain Power. Construction is weath-
er dependent and can change as swiftly
as Utah’s weather. For the most current
information, follow the City on Face-
book or visit WJordan.com.
       Here’s a list of City projects that 
will result in a smoother, safer ride when
complete: 
       2700 West Road Improvement
Project – Widening 2700 West from
approximately 8200 South to 8600
South. Sidewalks will be constructed.
Construction crews will remove and
replace an existing water line. Project
expected to be completed in June. Expect
minor traffic delays.
       3200 West Road Improvement
Project – Widening 3200 West from
approximately 7000 South to 7600
South. Sidewalks will be constructed on
the east side of the roadway. Construc-
tion crews will remove and replace an
existing storm drain and open irrigation
system. East side of the roadway will be
milled and overlain. Project expected to
be completed by the end of June. 3200
West will be restricted to one way traffic
(southbound only) from April 2 to May
15 to allow construction crews room to
complete the work safely.
       4000 West Utilities Roadway
Improvement Project – Widening 4000
West from approximately 7800 South to

Old Bingham Highway. Construction
crews will install a new storm drain 
system, a new culinary water system 
and replace damaged sections of the 
sanitary sewer system. Roadway will 
be milled and overlain. Project expected
to be completed by the end of October. 
       2012 Slurry Seal Project – Work
includes installation of a Type II slurry
seal on most city roadways from 3200
West to 1300 West from 6200 South to
7800 South. A map describing streets
approved for slurry seal will be available
on the city website. Project expected to
begin in July and be completed by the
end of August. More information regard-
ing traffic delays and special parking
requirements will be distributed to
affected residents by the contractor.
       2012 Overlay Projects – Installa-
tion of a thin overlay on select streets
from 3200 West to 1300 West from 6200
South to 7800 South. A map describing
streets approved for this project will be
available on the city website. Project
expected to begin in June and be 
completed by the end of September.
More information regarding traffic
delays and special parking requirements
will be distributed to affected residents
by the contractor.
       2012 Chip Seal Projects – Installa-
tion of a chip seal on select city 
roadways. A map describing streets
approved for chip seal will be available
on the city website. Project expected 
to begin in July and be completed by 
the end of August. More information
regarding traffic delays and special 
parking requirements will be provided by
the contractor using variable message
boards.
       Bateman Pond Park – Work will
include a new trail, pedestrian bridge and
improved landscaping throughout the
park. Work is expected to begin in May
and be completed by August.

Mayor Melissa K. Johnson

Upcoming 
Road Projects

Spring is a great time to trim trees
       Low hanging tree limbs can create a
hazard for vehicular and pedestrian traf-
fic. Low hanging tree limbs can result in
problems for all involved and delay
maintenance activity. When a vehicle
strikes a low hanging limb, it can result
in property damage to the vehicle and
significant damage to the tree.
       Common city tree code violations
occur in four areas:
       1. Sign visibility – Trees must be
trimmed so their canopies don’t inter-
fere with the visibility of stop signs,
yield sign, street address signs and other
regulatory signs. 
       2. Clear vision – trees or bushes
must be trimmed so motorists or 
pedestrians can see oncoming traffic at
intersections.
       3. Sidewalk clearance – Trees or
bushes must not obstruct pedestrian
travel. Trees adjacent to pedestrian

walkways need to have a minimum
canopy clearance of eight feet above
grade.
       4. Street side clearance – Tree
canopies that extend over streets need to
provide canopy clearance of at least 15
feet above the pavement. Low-hanging
trees interfere with motorists and cause
issues for snowplow operations, paving
operations, garbage collection, street
sweeping operations and more. 
       It is the property owner’s responsi-
bility to maintain their trees and planting
material. If there is a complaint or an
operation that is being altered due to
your trees or planting material, you may
receive a visit from a Community
Service Officer to correct the issue.
Details about the city’s tree code are
online at WJordan.com. For more infor-
mation, contact the city’s urban forester,
Dave Naylor, at dnaylor@wjordan.com. 



Come join the city’s urban forester April 27 at 10 a.m. at the West Jordan Soccer
Complex, 4000 W. 7800 South. We will be planting a Pacific Sunset Maple in memory
of those who gave the “Gift of Life” through organ and tissue donations. We will also be
planting two Forest Pansy Redbuds. 

Spring is a great time to plant a tree! It’s important to remember there is a “right tree
for the right place.” Most residential building lots are relatively small. If the wrong tree
is planted, it could easily outgrow the space, causing problems for you, your neighbors,
and/or city codes. A good resource to use when searching for the right tree for the right
place is Tree Wizard. You can access Tree Wizard by visiting arborday.org/treewizard.
It’s simple and fun to use. You can also e-mail dnaylor@wjordan.com.

Did you know the city has a treescape program to encourage residents to plant trees?
Residents can be reimbursed up to 50 percent (up to $25 per tree) when they plant a tree
from the official Urban Forestry tree list. Details can be found online at WJordan.com
under the “Residents” tab. Happy planting!

APRIL
       20 . . . . . Spring Choir Festival, 7 p.m., Copper Hills High School, 
       5445 W. New Bingham Hwy.
       25 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       28 . . . . . Symphony Spring Concert, Senior Center, 8025 S. 2200 West, 
       7:30 p.m.

MAY
       1 . . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       1 . . . . . . Weigh Biggest Loser Finale, 6 p.m., Gene Fullmer Fitness &
       Recreation Center, 8015 S. 2200 West
       9 . . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       11 . . . . . Schorr Gallery Reception featuring “For the Girls,” 7-8 p.m., 
       City Hall, (Show runs thru June 22)
       15 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       19 . . . . . I  West Jordan Day of Service, City Hall, 8 a.m.- noon
       23 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       28 . . . . . Memorial Day Tribute, Military Services Monument – 
       Veterans Memorial Park, 1 p.m.

For more information, visit WJordan.com or call 801-569-5100.
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April is National Community Development
Week and Fair Housing Month

       The City of West Jordan joins with the
Department of Housing & Urban
Development in celebrating National
Community Development Week and
National Fair Housing Month. The
Community Planning and Development
Department and the Department of Housing
& Urban Development have declared the
week of April 8-14 as National Community
Development Week and April as National
Fair Housing month. Community Develop-
ment Week 2012 marks the 38th Anniver-
sary of the CDBG program in operation and
is sponsored by West Jordan and Depart-
ment of Housing & Community Develop-
ment. According to Charles Tarver, CDBG
manager, the City of West Jordan has
received $451,044 in CDBG funds during
FY2011-2012. The grant provides funding

for the Housing Rehabilitation and Down
Payment Program, Senior Citizen Center
Loan payment, Utah Food Bank, South
Valley Sanctuary, YWCA, Community
Health Centers, Family Support Center and
other non-profit organizations.
       In addition, the City of West Jordan
and the Department of Housing & Urban
Development are recognizing April as
National Fair Housing Month. During the
month of April, the City will begin review-
ing past efforts in promoting fair housing
opportunities and re-evaluating the city’s
Affordable Housing Plan. The theme of
Fair Housing Month is “Creating Equal
Opportunity in every community.” Persons
wishing to submit comments on this review
process can do so by contacting Charles
Tarver at 801-569-5062.

Mountain West 8th Ward volunteers make
a difference at Veterans Memorial Park

       The city’s Parks Division has faced
many challenges with reduction in
resources while the area of maintenance
responsibility has increased in recent
years. The Parks staff has coordinated
service projects with various organizations
in an effort to address resource shortages.
       Volunteers from the West Jordan 8th
Ward provided assistance to the Parks
Division April 6 in Veterans Memorial

Park. Approximately 50 volunteers braved
the cold weather and snow flurries to
spread soft fall material in the playground
and remove trash and debris throughout
the park.
       Matei Maka coordinated the project.
“I am very grateful for the effort of Matei
Maka and the members of the West Jordan
8th Ward,” said Tim Peters, public services
manager.

Help keep your neighborhood safe
Neighborhood Watch Program

Did you know West Jordan has an active Neighborhood
Watch program? This program offers neighbors a great way
to get to know each other along with learning how to become
the eyes and ears for the police department. You and your
neighbors will receive training on how to get your NHW pro-
gram up and running along with home and personal safety
training. If you are an organized Neighborhood Watch group,
you are NOT required to set up a Mobile Patrol, it is optional
and requires additional training. Neighborhood Watch

Mobile Patrol is also available for organized and qualifying neighborhoods. If your
neighborhood doesn’t currently have an organized NHW group or you’re in a new
neighborhood, please call Christie Jacobs at 801-256-2032 to learn more.

Arbor Day Celebration April 27

Symphony Spring Concert April 28
       The West Jordan Symphony will perform a “Spring Concert” concert
Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 p.m. at the West Jordan Senior Center, 8025 S. 2200
West. Admission is free and children are welcome. 
       The performance features an original piano composition, “Faerie
Fantasy,” by Christopher J. Madsen, which took first place in the Utah Music
Teachers Association Composition Competition.
       Selections also include “Lord of the Dance” with Laura and Ethan Garff
from the Rinceoiri Don Spraoi Irish Dancers, “Russian Easter Overture” by
Rimsky-Korsakov, “Die Meistersinger” by Wagner, a piece called “A Salute to
the Big Bands,” and selections from “Les Miserables.”
       The Symphony is directed by Larry White and was founded in 1984. It is
an all-volunteer orchestra of nearly 50 musicians. They are always looking for
new members.
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It’s only through our VOLUNTEERS that
this 58-year-old tradition can thrive

       The City of West Jordan is looking for volunteers for the Independence Day Festival
& Western Stampede. Volunteers will be compensated for their time with tickets to arena
events, carnival or both! We take volunteers over 16 years old and over 14 if their parents
volunteer with them for the arena events. Plus, it's always fun to have a friend around, so
feel free to recruit some help and make it a fantastic experience! Festival volunteers can
be 12 years or older with a parent. There are a variety of opportunities available before
the event and during the event.   

More information online at WesternStampede.com.

Mountain West
Chorale presents 
Spring Festival

Concert April 20
       The Mountain West Chorale’s
“Spring Festival Concert” is slated for
April 20, at 7 p.m. at Copper Hills High
School, 5445 New Bingham Hwy. They
will be joined by the Payson Civic
Chorale, Timpanogos Chorale and
Mapleton Chorale. Admission is free.

Volunteers in Police Service honored

       The City Council honored eight mem-
bers of the Volunteers in Police Service
program at their April 4 meeting for donat-
ing more than 3,100 hours of service since
the program begin in September 2008.
This translates into more than $62,000
worth of added value to the police depart-
ment and the city – all from a unit consist-
ing of eight dedicated members who work
closely with police officers. 
       “They perform an invaluable service
for us,” said Police Chief Doug Diamond. 
       Five members of the VIPs program
also received Presidential Volunteer
Service Awards. This award is given based
on the hours of volunteer service per-
formed during the course of a calendar
year. The Presidential Award includes
service given to the community as well as
that performed as part of the VIPs pro-
gram. For example, VIPs member Katie
Larsen serves on a local PTA board and
gives time in her daughter’s classroom as
well as participating in VIPs. During 2011,
Larsen logged more than 276 hours, earn-
ing her the Silver Presidential Volunteer
Service Award. Bonnie Hutchings, Robert
Hutchings, Kim Sell and William Hogue

each received the Bronze Presidential
Volunteer Service Award.
       “I believe this to be the true definition
of community – people like you getting
involved to help make West Jordan a better
place to live,” said Mayor Melissa
Johnson. “I can’t thank you enough.”
       VIPs members help the police depart-
ment perform extra patrols, vacation
checks, traffic control, fixing equipment
and serving as extra eyes and ears for the
police department. 

Water rates and storm water fees increase May 1
       The City Council voted to increase
water rates and storm water fees to cover
increasing costs and bring the city into
compliance with state and federal man-
dates. Water rates will increase May 1 by 4
percent for both the fixed monthly “avail-
ability” charge and also the “commodity”
charge per 1,000 gallons. To minimize the
rate increase, the Council voted to cut all
conservation programs, saving $100,000
per year. The rate increase covers the high-
er wholesale water costs the city expects to
pay to the Jordan Valley Water Conserv-
ancy District and costs associated with 
capital facilities construction (pipes, 
storage reservoirs, valves, monitoring 

systems).
       Storm water rates will increase from
$1.80 to $3.65 per home (or per equivalent
residential unit = 0.25 acre, for commercial
properties) in order to pay for more
employees and the equipment needed to
inspect, clean and repair the existing storm
drain system and build capital facilities
(pipes, grates, detention basins) required
by state and federal EPA water quality
mandates. The city is vulnerable to large
federal fines if the standards are not met.
West Jordan’s storm water fee is less than
most other communities that charge $4 to
as much as $11 per month per home for
their storm systems. 

From left to right members of the Volunteers in Police Service unit include William
Hogue, Robert Hutchings, Bonnie Hutchings, Katie Larsen, Kim Sell, Lorrin Sisam,

Jeremy Beck, Officer Barb Tatangelo and April Riggs.
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