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       After the long, cold winter it’s

nice to see the first signs of spring and

of course, spring cleaning! With that

in mind, I would like to invite every-

one to help out again this year with

our day of service. The second annual

“I Love West Jordan Day” will be held

Saturday morning, April 27, from 9

a.m. until noon. We have projects

located throughout the city to make it

more convenient for you and your

family to participate. We will have

breakfast and a T-shirt for everyone

who volunteers, but we would like

some advance notice, especially if you

want to bring a large group, so we can

customize a project for you and make

sure we have enough food. You can

email Julieb@wjordan.com for more

information.

       On another note, the city will

begin the “green waste” collection for

the year on April 1. West Jordan has

one of the only green waste recycling

programs in the state. Remember that

putting your grass clippings, plants,

and small tree branches in the green

containers helps the community by

saving space in the landfill and saving

money. The City is charged for every

truck load of garbage that is dumped

at the landfill, but we get a credit for

every load of recyclable material. The

more you use your recycling contain-

ers, the more money we save. Just

remember to keep it clean. One con-

tainer of garbage in the truck contam-

inates the entire load.

       You can also take advantage of

the Neighborhood Clean-Up program

by ordering a dumpster for your spring

cleaning. As the weather warms up,

they schedule months in advance, so

log on to our web site at WJordan.com

and reserve one for your neighbor-

hood. We even have large green waste

containers that can be reserved the

same way.

Mayor Melissa K. Johnson

Mayor’s MessageMayor’s Message
       The City of West Jordan is partnering with the

West Jordan Exchange Club to present “I Love West

Jordan Day.” This event is a great way to show com-

munity pride as we join together Saturday, April 27

from 9 a.m. to noon to clip, plant, paint and generally

spruce-up our city.

       It’s easy to participate. Advance registration is

preferred so we can plan projects, food and t-shirts.

Simply email julieb@wjordan.com to sign up. This

year we are dividing projects around the city so that

volunteers can focus their efforts close to home. We

ask that volunteers arrive between 8 and 9 a.m. at one

of the four middle schools in West Jordan with gloves,

a rake or shovel, and a willing heart. We’ll assign you

to a project in the area, and you’ll be done by noon.

Volunteers of all ages are welcome. 

       Please mark your calendar and spread the word.

If you intend to participate as a group or would like

more information, please call Julie Brown at 801-

569-5119 or email julieb@wjordan.com.

Western Stampede 
Royalty Pageant May 11

       Applications are available now for the Western

Stampede Rodeo Royalty Pageant. Contestants

compete for prizes including a saddle, tiara, banner,

belt buckle and the opportunity to represent the

Western Stampede, a 55-year-old West Jordan tradi-

tion. Contestants must be female Utah residents

who are at least 15 years of age and not more than

24 years. (Age shall be determined as of May 11,

2013.)

       The queen competition will be held May 11 and

includes an interview, modeling and speech portion

beginning at 8 a.m. Contestants move to the arena

for the horsemanship portion at 1. At the end of the

horsemanship judging, the queen and two atten-

dants will be crowned. Stampede Royalty will

appear on horseback during each night of the

Western Stampede Rodeo, July 4-6. Royalty will

also make appearances at various parades and other

events during their one-year reign.

       Applications are available on wjordan.com and

are due by 5 p.m. April 30. Questions? Call Marlene

Conrad at 801-566-0304.

Directors Wanted
       The Sugar Factory Playhouse and West Jordan Theater Arts are cur-

rently seeking directors for our upcoming summer musical, fall show and

Christmas show. Interested candidates should email info@sugarfactory

playhouse.com. Please include a resume or a synopsis of qualifications in

your email.

Help Wanted
       The Youth Theater is in great need for committee members, directors,
light and sound technicians, costume creators, publicists, marketing, and
other theater-centered volunteers. You can join the Board, volunteer at events
and productions, or even just give of your talents whenever you have a
chance. We are always in need of a hand. Volunteer today at WJordan.com. 

City resources stretch and community pride thrives 
when volunteers get involved.

Help beautify our community!

Plan now to participate in I Love West Jordan Day

       The city’s urban forester, Dave Naylor, has some tree

planting tips to share. It’s important to remember there is a

“right tree for the right place.” Most residential building

lots are relatively small. If the wrong tree is planted, it

could easily outgrow the space, causing problems for you,

your neighbors, and/or city codes. A good resource to use

when searching for the right tree for the right place is Tree

Wizard. You can access Tree Wizard by visiting

arborday.org/treewizard. It’s simple and fun to use. You

can also e-mail dnaylor@wjordan.com. 

       Did you know the city has a treescape program to

encourage residents to plant trees? Residents can be reim-

bursed up to 50 percent (up to $25 per tree) when they plant

a tree from the official Urban Forestry tree list. 

       Details can be found online at WJordan.com under the

“Residents” tab. Happy planting!

Spring is a great time 
to plant a tree
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Catch the final performances 
of ‘Forever Plaid’

       Join West Jordan Theater Arts as they present the fun-

filled musical “Forever Plaid” and witness the after-life

comeback of The Plaids – Jinx (Toren Jensen), Franky

(Stephen Whitchurch), Sparky (Dale Frost) and Smudge

(Josh Shimizu) – as they perform the show they were

never able to in life. 

       Remaining performances are March 22, 23 and 26 at

7:30 p.m. at West Jordan City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood

Road. Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for children, stu-

dents and seniors. Tickets are available at the West Jordan

Macey’s or at the door. “Forever Plaid” is directed by

Nancy Jensen. For more information visit sugarfactory-

playhouse.com or leave a message at 801-294-1242.

Get ready to shake out!
Earthquake Drill April 17

       You are invited to join thousands of people who will “Drop, Cover

and Hold On” during the Great Shake Out earthquake drill Wednesday,

April 17 at 10:15 a.m. Take this opportunity to review your emergency

plans and make sure your family knows what to do in the event of an

earthquake. Businesses are being encouraged to do the same thing with

their employees. 

       Find out more at shakeout.org/Utah or bereadyutah.gov. 

West Jordan Wins
National Transparency

Award
       The City of West Jordan earned top honors from

the Sunshine Review’s website audit, which analyzed

more than 1,000 qualifying government websites and

graded them based on a 10-point transparency check-

list. West Jordan is the only city website in the state to

earn an A+. 

       The fourth-annual Sunny Award announcement

falls during the annual “Sunshine Week,” March 10-

16, which celebrates the efforts of activists and the

strides taken towards open government.

       The website grade is based on the following infor-

mation being readily available to the public: budgets,

meetings, lobbying, financial audits, contracts, aca-

demic performance, public records and taxes. 

       “The Sunny Awards recognize governments that

make transparency a priority. The winners of the

Sunny Awards are cities, counties and school districts

that proactively share the public information that

empowers citizens and keeps government accountable

to the people,” said Michael Barnhart, President of

Sunshine Review. “We would like to congratulate

West Jordan for being a champion for transparency

and serving as a leader to every state and local govern-

ment around the nation.” 

Back row: Dale Frost (Sparky), Stephen Whitchurch
(Frankie). Front row: Joshua Shimizu (Smudge) and
Toren Jensen (Jinx) star in “Forever Plaid.”

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013City has two new 
smartphone apps

       The city has two new smartphone apps to connect with city

information and the police department. Both apps are available in

the Apple store and Android store and can be found under “West

Jordan” and “My Police Department.” The city app includes shop-

ping and dining; city calendar and directory; service request; parks,

trails and attractions; service providers; emergency alerts; and also

links to the city’s Twitter posts. The My Police Department app

includes contact info; Tweets; submit a tip; commend an officer;

and more. Try them out and let us know what you think. Email

feedback to info@wjordan.com. 

MARCH

       14-25 . . West Jordan Youth Theatre’s “Ghostchasers,” West Jordan Middle School, 

       7550 W. Redwood Rd., 7 p.m. (Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays)

       15-26 . . West Jordan Theater Arts “Forever Plaid,” City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 

       7:30 p.m. (Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays)

       19 . . . . . Planning Commission, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

       27 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

APRIL

       2 . . . . . . Planning Commission, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

       10 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

       11 . . . . . Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 7 p.m.

       16 . . . . . Planning Commission, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

       24 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

       27 . . . . . I Love West Jordan Day, community service projects
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