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       I would like to thank everyone
who participated in the primary
election last month. The city
mailed ballots to every registered
voter, and we had more than twice
as many people vote in this elec-
tion than we have had in previous
municipal primary elections. The
general election is fast approach-
ing, and ballots will be mailed out
again to every registered voter in
West Jordan. Please take the time
to fill out your ballot and return it. Your opinion matters!
       I believe it is important to know the strengths of each candidate to
make an informed decision on which person to support. With that in
mind, I will be hosting a forum for you to meet the candidates for Mayor
and City Council. There will be an open house and debate on Wednesday,
Oct. 2, from 6:30-9 p.m. at City Hall 8000 S. Redwood Rd. The event
will begin with an open house to allow you the opportunity to meet each
candidate, and at 7 p.m. we will begin the formal debate. Each candidate
will be given the chance to explain why they are running for office and
answer questions submitted by the audience. The debate will be recorded
and posted on the city’s website for those who are not able to attend in
person. The website will also list a short resume for each candidate and
provide contact information and a link to the candidate’s website.
       If you cannot attend but still want to submit a question, you can send
it to me in advance by email to melissaj@wjordan.com. There will not be
time to ask every question so I will attempt to group questions together
by topic and ask those that are most popular. Thanks for your participa-
tion and I hope to see you there.

Mayor Melissa K. Johnson

Mayor’s Message
Primary Election Results

VOTES RECEIVED
MAYOR
Ben Southworth 2079
Kim V. Rolfe 1412
Dirk S. Burton 1036
Clive M. Killpack 825
Melissa Mae Worthen 567
Sophie Rice 538
M. Rory Munns 389
Mike Kellermeyer 274
Daniel E. Argueta 177

COUNCIL AT-LARGE
Chad Nichols 3287
Gregory M. Simonsen 1668
Dixie Memmott 1412
Jeff Haaga 1379
Zach Jacob 1295
Michel J. Erdmann 743
Timothy McConnehey 723
Nathan Gedge 580
Isaac Alejandro Giron 468
Jared Belcher 435
Eric Hanna 382

       The following candidates, having
qualified by number of votes, will run for
a four-year term at the Municipal General
Election, November 5, 2013, for Mayor
and two Council At-Large positions: 

MAYOR
Ben Southworth
Kim V. Rolfe

COUNCIL AT-LARGE
Chad Nichols
Gregory M. Simonsen
Dixie Memmott
Jeff Haaga

ELECTION DAY 
VOTE CENTERS

TUESDAY, NOV. 5
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Bingham Creek Library
4834 West 9000 South

West Jordan Library
8030 South 1825 West

Ballot must be mailed and postmarked
not later than Monday, Nov. 4

'Meet the Candidate Nights'
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 6:30-9 p.m.
City Hall - Council Chambers

3rd Floor
8000 S. Redwood Road

Thursday, Oct. 10, 7-8:30 p.m.
Joel P. Jensen Middle School

8105 South 3200 West       
       Look for a ballot in your mailbox
after Friday, Oct. 4. If you have moved,
contact Salt lake County Elections to
update your address. If you’d rather
return your ballot in person, bring ballots
to a drop box location at City Hall and
Salt Lake County Elections, or one of the
two Vote Centers on Election Day.

Follow West Jordan on Facebook
       Follow West Jordan City Hall on Facebook and join the 
conversation. Topics include local issues, events, upcoming 
City Council meetings, volunteer opportunities, public 
safety tips and alerts, and other items that impact our 
community. 

Mayor’s Message
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       Kids these days are growing up in an
online world.  Children as young as 2 are
using tablets, mobile phones and computers.
Ninety-three percent of teens (12-17) are
online and 63 percent of teen internet users
are online every day. The online world is
changing quickly and parents are struggling
to keep up on what their kids are doing and who they are talking to. So
what can parents do to limit the negative messages their children are
exposed to online? 
       This is where Utah’s Child Protection Registry comes in.  In 2005, the
Utah State Legislature voted to create a registry where parents can register
their email addresses, cell phone numbers and instant messenger ID’s to
block adult advertising from targeting their family’s inboxes.  Companies
marketing products and services such as alcohol, tobacco, pornography,
online gambling and illegal drugs will not be able to send their advertise-
ments to those Utahns who have opted out of such messages. Current
spam filters direct this kind of content to a folder in your inbox while the
Utah Child Protection Registry prevents you from ever receiving them in
the first place.  
       Simply log on to https://donotcontact.utah.gov register the email
addresses and cell phone numbers you want to protect and that’s it! 
The service is fast, easy and best of all completely FREE.

The Registry will not
solve all of the problems
faced by parents, but it will
give families one extra layer
of protection from harmful
enticements. In an online
world that is swiftly moving,
isn’t nice to know that at
least your emails and cell
phones are protected?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013

Eagle Project helps those displaced by a house fire
       Six months ago Jaden Miner was
looking for a meaningful service project to
attain the rank of Eagle Scout. He was
approached by a member of the West
Jordan Fire Department who happens to be
his former Scoutmaster. The fire depart-
ment was looking for someone who would
assemble clothing, toiletries and some
basic essentials to give people who have
been displaced by a house fire. The items
that Jaden amassed would need to be
through donations of local businesses and
fundraisers.
      Jaden took on the task. He spent the

past six months visiting businesses, col-
lecting donations, coordinating volunteers,
purchasing supplies and organizing stor-
age containers. The majority of items have
been purchased with money Jaden raised
through a door-to-door campaign from cit-
izens of West Jordan. Jaden enlisted the
help of family, a fellowship of friends and
members of his Venture Crew. Once the
funds were secured and the items were
purchased, Jaden took the vision of Fire
Chief Marc McElreath and organized it
into storage crates complete with labeled
containers and an inventory list. New
sweat pants and shirts, blankets, toddler

clothes, onesies, diapers and toiletries are
just a sample of the items he put together.
       The items that Jaden collected are
now stored in two plastic containers in the
Battalion Chief’s vehicle. The provisions
are immediately on hand and at every
major incident.  So if, for example, a fire
occurs at night, forcing the family to aban-

don their house in their pajamas and with-
out shoes, which unfortunately happens,
the fire department can disperse clothes, a
blanket and something for their feet. Chief
McElreath was hoping for two or three
containers, Jaden assembled eight. His
project will assist the citizens of West
Jordan for many years. 

       Did you know West Jordan has smartphone apps to help you connect with
city information and submit service requests? The apps are available in the
Apple store and Android store and can be found under “West Jordan” and
“My Police Department.”  The city app includes shopping and dining; city
calendar and directory; service request; parks, trails and attractions; service
providers; emergency alerts; and also links to the city’s Twitter posts.  The My
PD app includes submit a tip; commend an officer; questions and feedback;
contacts and more. 

Submit a Service Request 
Using City Smartphone App

Plan now to 
audition for 

‘A Christmas Carol’
Sept. 23-24

       The West Jordan Theatre Arts will
hold auditions for Dickens’ Christmas
Carol Show Sept. 23-24 from 6:30-
9 p.m. in the first floor community
room at City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood
Road.
       This is a very authentic version of
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” with the
script staying true to Dickens’ own
words. The unique addition to this script
is the Christmas music that is sung by
the cast!
       Callbacks are by invitation only
and will be held Friday, Sept. 27  at 6
p.m. The part of “Scrooge” is precast,
but all other roles are open. Men and
women of all ages are needed. Children
ages 6 and up are also needed. 
       Auditioners should come prepared
to read cold from the script and sing 16
bars of a song in the style of the show.
The show will run the week of Dec. 8,
in the Viridian Event Center in the
county library. Questions? Call Pat at
801-566-5586.

(Note: Activities are tentative and may change)

SEPTEMBER
       19-28 . . West Jordan Theater Arts “Instant Musical,” Pioneer Hall, 
       . . . . . . . 1137 W. 7800 South
       25 . . . . . City Council Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.

OCTOBER
       1 . . . . . . Planning Commission, 6 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.
       2 . . . . . . Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting, 6:30 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.
       9 . . . . . . City Council Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.
       15 . . . . . Planning Commission, 6 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.
       23 . . . . . City Council Meeting, 6 p.m., City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd.
       26 . . . . . West Jordan Symphony Fall Concert, 7 p.m., West Jordan Senior Center, 
       . . . . . . . 8025 S. 2200 West

Utah Child Protection 
Registry

Eagle Scout Jaden Miner presents emergency supplies to firefighters 
Jared Price and Royce Parsons. 
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