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       Since West Jordan incorporated in 1941,
the city has grown exponentially – from 1,800
people to its present size of just under 107,000
residents. Growth does not come without chal-
lenges, primarily the task of maintaining the
quality of life that continues to bring newcom-
ers to our community. West Jordan is known
for being a safe, affordable community, with
great parks and schools. Our goal is to pre-
serve these quality of life issues. 
       In order to do so, the City Council is
tasked with determining how to fund and pri-
oritize city services like police and fire pro-
tection; physical infrastructure including
roads, sewer lines, water lines and buildings;
and the Information Technology infrastruc-
ture essential to all city services. Much of the
revenue needed to run the city comes from
sales tax and property tax dollars. The eco-
nomic downturn has caused the city’s sales 
tax revenue to decline. The sales tax revenue
has been as much as $2.7 million lower each
year since fiscal year 2008. Residential and
commercial construction has also slowed 
significantly.  
       We are hopeful the economy is starting to
rebound, and steps were taken early on to
weather the downturn. The city budget has
been trimmed and expenditures reduced. Full-
time employees have been reduced from 423 at
the end of 2008, to 388 today. The City also
moved available cash to the general fund from
several capital projects funds including Roads
Capital, Parks Capital, and the Capital Support
funds to meet the day-to-day obligations of
running the city. 
       While these actions have helped to get the
city through tough times, the overall financial
position has been weakened considerably. 
The City Council now faces tough decisions:
how to balance the desire to remain fiscally
conservative and generate adequate financial
resources to fund the level of services needed
to provide the quality of life residents desire.  
       Property taxes are one revenue source
used to fund city services. The City of West
Jordan has not raised property taxes since Aug.
4, 1988. Many people think the entire amount
on your property tax bill is collected by the
city. In reality, property taxes are allocated to
different entities. For example, for each dollar
collected, the school district collects $.54, Salt
Lake County $.24, the city $.15, and other
miscellaneous entities collect $.07. 
       The City Council is considering raising
property taxes and is looking at how different
increases would impact residents. For exam-
ple, a 20 percent increase on a $225,000 home
would increase the city portion of your tax bill
by $49.57 per year or $4.13 per month. I
encourage you to visit WJordan.com to learn
more and to input your information to see how
a tax increase would impact you.
       About one-third of our city is undevel-
oped and available for future growth. This land
and Utah’s rebounding economy ensure con-
tinued growth as people and businesses contin-
ue to move to West Jordan to share in the many
good things happening here. Let’s work
together to preserve this quality of life so that
property values stay strong, businesses prosper
and families thrive.

Mayor Melissa K. Johnson

Mayor’s MessageMayor’s Message Sign up now to be part of the 
Audience Participation Rodeo July 5

You’re the eyes and 
ears of our community
Call the police to
report suspicious

activity
       The city continues to experience theft
of streetlight wire and brass sprinkler
parts. This theft is costly and causes time
consuming repairs. In the area of 6400
West and 8600 South, thieves stole a 
backflow prevention device for the second
time in a month. This is a huge waste of tax
dollars and labor that could be better spent
elsewhere. 
       Please be on the lookout for suspi-
cious activity especially around light poles
and sprinkler valve boxes. City workers
drive vehicles marked with the city logo
and also wear logo shirts. Most work 
takes place between 7 a.m.-6 p.m. If you
see activity outside normal hours, please
call 801-840-4000 to report suspicious
activity.

It’s only through our VOLUNTEERS that this 
58-year-old tradition can thrive

       The City of West Jordan is
looking for volunteers for the
Independence Day Festival &
Western Stampede. Volunteers
will be compensated for their
time with tickets to arena
events, carnival or both! We
take volunteers over 16 years
old and over 14 if their parents
volunteer with them for the
arena events. Plus, it's always
fun to have a friend around, so
feel free to recruit some help
and make it a fantastic experi-
ence! Festival volunteers can
be 12 years or older with a 
parent. There are a variety of
opportunities available before
the event and during the 
event.  

More information online at
WesternStampede.com.

       This year’s Western Stampede features a night where you
and your buddies can be part of the show! Thursday, July 5,
is Audience Participation night at the Rodeo. There are a vari-
ety of events for kids and adults, including:

Mutton Bustin’ – Kids must be at least 4 years old, no taller
than 4 feet and weigh less than 50 pounds. (Mutton Bustin’
also takes place each night of the Stampede July 4-7.)

Stick Horse Barrel Racing
Small kids ages 3-4, 5-6, or 7-8 will have a chance to race
against other kids on a stick horse around the barrels just like
the big girls do. 

Coin Dig (Adults and Kids)
Come to the rodeo and see if you can get noticed and picked
from the audience to dig in the dirt to find great prizes and
money. No advance signup required.

Money Calf (8-16 years old)
Contestants will be pulled from the audience the night of the
event and have the chance to chase a calf decorated with
money. No advance signup required.

Throw for Charity (Adult and Kids)
Buy balls or Frisbees and take your best throw at the target
during the Throw for Charity event. All proceeds will be split
between the winner(s) and the charity. No advance signup
required or limit to how many you can buy and try.

Wild Cow Milking – (Adult)
Bring your partner and race against other teams to see who
can chase and milk a cow the quickest. The first couple with
a sample of milk from the cow wins the prize. 

Hide Races (Adults and Kids)
Bring your horse and someone who can ride it and pull a rug
on a rope. Then race from one end of the arena to the other
and around the barrel. As they turn the barrel, their compan-
ion has to jump on the rug and ride it back to the starting
point. Quickest time wins! 

MX vs ATX Barrel Racing (Adults and Kids) 
Contestants race motorcycles and ATVs against a clock and
around the barrels. 

      Details and registration forms online at Western
Stampede.com. Bring your completed registration form to
the Arena Box Office, 8035 S. 2200 West, on June 14
between 4-7 p.m. 



MAY
       19 . . . . . I West Jordan Day of Service, Veterans Memorial Park, 
       1985 W. 7800 South, 8 a.m.-noon
       23 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.
       28 . . . . . Memorial Day – City offices closed
       28 . . . . . Memorial Day Tribute, Military Services Monument – 
       Veterans Memorial Park, 1985 W. 7800 South, 1 p.m.
JUNE
       2 . . . . . . Salt Lake County Library Grand Opening Summer Kick-off, 
       Veterans Memorial Park, 1985 W. 7800 South, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
       5 . . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 
       8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.
       13 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.
       15 . . . . . Free Movie Friday – Veterans Memorial Park, 
       1985 W. 7800 South, dusk
       16 . . . . . Osmond Brothers Concert, West Jordan Arena, 
       8035 S. 2200 West, 8 p.m.
       19 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 
       8000 S. Redwood Rd., 6 p.m.

For more information, visit WJordan.com or call 801-569-5100.
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Local business helps 17 firefighters
certify in heavy rescue techniques

       The West Jordan Fire Department recently certified 17 new heavy rescue technicians
in rope, confined space, trench and vehicle extrication rescue. To receive the certification,
190 hours of rigorous training were completed in just five weeks. Part of the training
includes cutting apart cars to learn how to extricate victims from car crashes. 
       For the past seven years, A-1 Auto Pull and owner Mike Vanikiotis have donated
approximately 100 cars and have let firefighters use their facility at no charge to practice
cutting apart cars. During that time 48 firefighters have been trained to the technician
level in extrication. 
       “This type of training would not have been fiscally possible for the West Jordan Fire
Department to achieve without Mike’s support,” said Justin Young, firefighter/paramedic.
For his ongoing support, the Fire Department nominated Vanikiotis for Channel 2’s “Pay
it Forward” award. Anchor Mark Koelbell was on hand to present the award and also 
suited up in protective gear and took a turn wielding the big extrication tools. 

Share your insights and enter to win 
Stampede tickets

Committee tasked with strategic planning

Facebook page. 
       The committee will also be holding
two town hall meetings on Thursday, May
24 at 7 p.m. and Thursday, June 14 at 7
p.m. Both meetings are at City Hall, 8000
S. Redwood Rd. Everyone is welcome to
attend and share their insights about the
future of West Jordan.

       As part of an initiative to create a five-
year strategic plan, the City of West Jordan
has formed a volunteer Strategic Planning
Advisory Committee. The committee is
seeking valued input from residents and
businesses. Please help by taking a few
moments to complete a short survey that
will help shape our community’s future.
The survey can be accessed at
WJordan.com. Click the “Survey” quick-
link on the right. Survey participants can
enter to win tickets to the Western
Stampede Rodeo, Demolition Derby or
Pro Bull Riders. Winners of the drawing
will be announced June 15 on the city’s

Roads may be closed – but businesses are not
Shop local and benefit your community

       Road construction is an inconvenience to all who drive through it, but it can be 
financially devastating to businesses located along it. It’s always a great idea to support
local businesses. Please don’t forget those who are located where road construction
makes it a little trickier to get to them. Buying local keeps your sales tax dollars in your
community, which in turn helps fund our police force, fire department, parks and public
utilities. 
       Buying local also keeps businesses here in the City of West Jordan, which means
that those businesses will need employees, those employees will need housing, and those
employees will shop and reinvest in our community. Remember to SHOP WEST 
JORDAN and don’t let a few construction barrels stop you.

Firefighters train in many extreme conditions to become certified 
in heavy rescue techniques.
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