
       Each winter as snow and ice
melts, water seeps into road cracks.
Then temperatures drop and the water
freezes – expanding during the
process. This freeze/thaw cycle is hard
on roads and can cause asphalt to
break and potholes to appear, and any
precipitation combined with the below
freezing temperature deviation will
result in additional road damage. City
crews fill about 1,400 potholes every
year.
       In an effort to prevent potholes,
crews seal the roads and also overlay

and repave streets each year. With
more than 800 lane miles of city
streets, and asphalt material costs at
more than $46 per ton, it is impossible
to eliminate all cracks in all city
streets. In addition to placing more
than 60 tons of crack sealing material
in 2011, city crews paved 11 streets
using more than 15,370 tons of
asphalt. During 2011, the city also
contracted with local companies to
complete surface treatments on several
roads in an effort to improve road
quality. The effort was substantially

more than in previous years, but unfor-
tunately there are still potholes in our
roads.
       There are two types of asphalt
used to fill potholes: winter cold 
mix or summer hot mix. The winter
cold mix is temporary asphalt, aggre-
gate and oil that is used in cold, wet
weather. 
       The summer hot mix is perma-
nent, emulsified asphalt tack that
bonds with the pavement and is used
in the warm weather. This application
is permanent when the holes are
tacked, squared out and properly 
compacted. This application cannot be
used with water or freeze prior to
being applied or it will not bond 
properly.
      To report a pothole, contact
Public Works at 801-569-5700. 
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Mayor’s MessageMayor’s Message

      With the start of a new year, we are dusting
off the budget and taking a look at how we have
been doing as a city.  It appears the worst of the
recession is over and the city is looking a little
worse for wear.  We have a few problems that
have been put off because money was tight, and
that situation hasn’t changed.  We are now facing
some tough decisions, and I am asking for your
help.
      It is our responsibility, as part of belonging to
a community, to take care of some basic needs.
We need to provide water, sewer, roads, and other 
infrastructure and take care of public safety with
enough police officers and firefighters to cover
the entire city.  Beyond that, we want our city to
look nice and we want to have a good quality of
life.  That usually means we build parks and trails
and sports fields.
      The problem is that we cannot take care of
everything with the budget limitations we have.
We will either need a property tax increase this
year, or we will need to make significant cuts to
the programs and services the city provides –
including public safety.  We have been postpon-
ing this action for as long as possible and now the
day has come for long term solutions.
      It is more important than ever to get involved.
We are having an open house on Wednesday,
March 7, at 6 p.m.  Come to City Hall and “Meet
the City.”  Find out about the programs and serv-
ices we provide and weigh in on what is most
important to you.  You can also come to my Town
Hall meeting Thursday, March 8 at 7 p.m. at City
Hall if that is more convenient.  I hope to see you
there.

Interactive City Council agenda 
allows online public comment

       Did you know you can comment on City Council
agenda items without coming to the scheduled meeting?
The electronic interactive agenda is posted on the City’s
website a few days before the meeting and provides space
for residents to input comments on the 'Citizen Comment'
section or on any 'Public Hearing' item. 
       "The interactive agenda is an easy way for our resi-
dents to stay informed and voice their opinions,” said
Mayor Melissa Johnson. “As elected officials, we value

the opinions of our constituents. This tool makes the
process easier for more residents to be involved, which in
turn makes for better government.” 
       Keep in mind that electronic comments cannot be
made after 5 p.m. the day of the meeting. All comments
made will be included in the written minutes of the meet-
ing, with a summary provided by the mayor. To comment
simply visit WJordan.com and click “Government,”
“Agendas” and then “City Council Agendas.” 

Entertainers Wanted
       Earn your place on the main stage!
       Join our exclusive group of amazing entertainers for the West Jordan
Independence Day Festival! Send information and a video link of a recent
performance to julieb@wjordan.com for consideration.

Contagious Contagious 

Keep an eye out for
suspicious activity

       If you see graffiti vandals or
suspicious activity around street-
lights, please report it to the Police
Department at 801-840-4000. The
city continues to experience theft
of streetlight wire. The thieves get
very little for their recycled mate-
rial, yet it is extremely costly for
the city to replace. Please keep a
lookout for suspicious activity.
Reports to the Police Department
can be anonymous.

Potholes are popping up
Even without a large quantity of snow, 

Utah’s freeze/thaw cycle is hard on roads



Join the conversation!
Follow West Jordan on Twitter and Facebook

FEBRUARY
       20 . . . . . Presidents’ Day – City offices closed
       21 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       22 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.

MARCH
       6 . . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       7 . . . . . . “Meet the City,” City Hall, 6-9 p.m.
       12 . . . . . Schorr Gallery Reception featuring “Spring Fling,” City Hall, 7-8 p.m. 
       (Show runs thru April 27)
       14 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       16-26 . . West Jordan Theater Arts production of “Twelve Angry Men,” 
       7:30 p.m., City Hall
       20 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.
       28 . . . . . City Council Meeting, City Hall, 6 p.m.

For more information, visit WJordan.com or call 801-569-5100.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2012
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Follow West Jordan on Facebook

West Jordan business awarded contract
for San Francisco 49ers new stadium

       SME Steel Contractors, Inc. has been selected to provide approximately 18,000
tons of structure steel fabrication and erection to create a new state-of-the-art stadium
for the San Francisco 49ers. The stadium will hold 68,500 seats and will be a premier
open-air sports and entertainment venue. SME Steel is located in West Jordan and is an
industry leader in the steel erection business.

Get discount
Stampede coupons at
the Utah Horse Show

       The Western Stampede Committee
will be at the Utah Horse Show March 9,
10, and 11 at the Salt Lake County
Equestrian Center. Stop by their booth and
pick up discount coupons, find out infor-
mation on upcoming events including the
demolition derby, rodeo, queen contest,
mutton bustin’ and more. New this year …
$1,000 scholarship for the Stampede
Queen.

Plan now to participate in I  West Jordan Day
       The City of West Jordan is teaming up with the
West Jordan Chapter of the Exchange Club to 
present “I  West Jordan Day.” This event is a great
way to show community pride as we join together
the morning of May 19 to clip, plant, paint and 
generally spruce up our city.
       The objective of this event has less to do with
accomplishing projects and more to do with 
instilling a pride of community and citizen owner-
ship in our local government. And it’s easy to 
participate. We just ask that volunteers arrive at 
8 a.m. at City Hall (8000 S. Redwood Road) with
gloves, a rake or shovel, and a willing heart. We’ll
take it from there. The total commitment should not
be longer than four hours.
       Please mark your calendar and spread the
word. If you intend to participate as a group or
would like more information, please call Julie
Brown at 801-569-5119 or email julieb@wjordan.
com.

‘Youth Pioneer Pageant’ 
coming to West Jordan Arena

       West Jordan is proud to announce the coming of a firework
spectacular and theatrical production July 20-21, 23-24. Plan 
now to enjoy the “Youth Pioneer Pageant” as hundreds of local
youth come together to sing and dance as they portray the trials,
tribulations and joy experienced by the pioneers on their trek to
the Salt Lake Valley.
       Set to music by world renowned musician, singer and song-
writer Merrill Osmond, the pageant takes the audience on a special journey. Osmond
began composing, directing, and producing the “Youth Pioneer Pageant” during the
1980s. Osmond, along with Sam Cardon and Cliff Maag, have written every line and
song within this spectacular production. 
       Proceeds from this charity-based event go toward the Olive Osmond Perpetual
Hearing Fund, where a special individual(s) will receive the gift of hearing.
       For more information on ticket sales, casting calls and the production, please visit
pioneerpageant.com.

Call for Independence Day Parade Entries

Make History! The West Jordan Independence Day Festival parade is looking for fun and
amazing entries! Decorate your wagons, bikes, trailers and floats and join the fun by par-
ticipating in the 2012 West Jordan Independence Day Parade! Applications are online at
WJordan.com under the City Calendar tab. Questions? Email julieb@wjordan.com.

City resources stretch and community pride thrives when 
volunteers get involved.

West Jordan
Symphony

Come soar with a score! 
Call 801-280-1530 or email

info@wjordan.com
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