
October may seem a little early to
talk about our community Independence
Day celebration and the Western Stam-
pede Rodeo, but our volunteer committee
is already hard at work planning for 2012.
The rodeo was revamped this year and
many changes have been made to both the
organization and the show itself.  

If you are a regular at the rodeo, you
probably noticed some of these changes.
West Jordan partnered with Cotton
Rosser, an original cowboy and showman,
to bring a new act to our arena. The pace
was faster, the animals were feisty, and
the crowd had a good time. We had a few
new vendors, some new sponsors, and
cowboys from around the country com-
peting for prize money. We will be contin-
uing the partnership next year and can
expect an even better show.

From a budget perspective, the rodeo
was more successful than it has been for
the last decade at least. The city has
always been a major contributor to our
annual celebration, but with the recent
stress on our finances we wanted to lower
the cost of putting on the show. We organ-
ized a new volunteer committee and
tasked them with the challenge to bring us
into the black. Although there is still room
for improvement, the costs went down
and the quality increased.

Now, the committee is planning for
next year’s show and looking for help
from the community. Without a strong
core of volunteers the rodeo cannot be
successful, so they need your help.  If you
have a little time to spare and want to
become involved in our annual celebra-
tion, send an e-mail to arlenef@wjordan.
com or call 801-569-5100. We have open-
ings on the volunteer committee, or you
can just plan to help out during the event.
Either way, we’ll have a great time.

Mayor Melissa K. Johnson
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The City of West Jordan City Council officially canvassed the 
2011 Municipal Primary Election results on Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2011. 

The results are as follows:

COUNCIL DISTRICT 1 VOTES RECEIVED
Dan Lawes 218
Christopher M. McConnehey 306
Ellen Smith 341

COUNCIL DISTRICT 2 VOTES RECEIVED
Judith M. Hansen 385
Jim Lems 282
Ed Fili Soakai 185

COUNCIL DISTRICT 3 VOTES RECEIVED
Tyler Andrus 61
Trent Ashton 47
Jeff A. Griffin 212
Ben Southworth 316

COUNCIL DISTRICT 4 VOTES RECEIVED
Cheryl Acker 418
Eric B. Hanna 46
Justin Stoker 390
Aaron Thompson 203

Volunteer in your community!
Positions available on city commissions,

boards and committees
There are many opportunities to get

involved with your community. Take a look
at the list below that outlines city commit-
tees, boards and commissions. For more
information, call 801-569-5100 or 
e-mail arlenef@wjordan.com.

The Planning Commission makes 
recommendations to the City Council
regarding annexations and zone changes,
commercial development plans, subdivision
plans, and various other development and
planning activities.

The Board of Adjustment is responsi-
ble for considering whether or not “vari-
ances” to the zoning ordinance should be
granted because hardship conditions exit.

The West Jordan Arts Council provides
programs and activities, which encourage
the promotion of art and cultural events and
activities in the community. Subcommittees
include: West Jordan Theater Arts, Literary
Arts, Visual Arts, West Jordan Symphony,
Mountain West Chorale and City Band.

The Budget Committee is responsible
for understanding the scope of city services,
its expenditures and sources of city 
revenue. They review the City Manager’s
proposed budget each year and make rec-
ommendations to the City Council. They
act in an advisory role, when requested, to
the City Council regarding proposed city
revenue raising ideas or proposed city
expenditures. 

The Design Review Committee
reviews and makes recommendations 
related to site design standards of a Site
Plan, Development Plan and/or installation
alternative architectural materials for
design-related development requirements.
They ensure that the proposed development
meets the minimum development standards.
They will provide modifications to site
design criteria, architectural standards and
landscape requirements. They will also
review and recommend modifications to the
existing site design or architectural and sig-
nage for projects located within a Planned
Development Zone, City Center Zone, West
Side Planning Area and/or Transit Station
Overlay District.

The Healthy West Jordan Committee
implements goals to ensure West Jordan is a
city in which each resident can live a
healthy, productive life in a clean and safe
environment. 

The duties of the Historical Preser-
vation Commission include: survey and
inventory community historic resources;
review proposed nominations to the
National Register of Historic Places; pro-
vide advice and information; maintenance
and rehabilitation; financial aid and grants;
enforcement of state historic preservation
laws; and West Jordan Historic Sites List.

The Parks & Open Land Committee is
working to acquire development rights and
review site plans of key open land parcels
and parks.

The Water Policy Committee is
responsible for coordinating programs and
activities that establishes West Jordan as a
community leader in water conservation.

The Western Stampede Committee
helps with the annual PRCA Rodeo,
Demolition Derby, Royalty and other activ-
ities designated by the City Council.
Subcommittees include: Rodeo, Admis-
sions, Derby, Marketing, Royalty, Enter-
tainment and Concessions. 

The Youth Committee is responsible
for facilitating better communication with
and coordinating of the needs and interests
of the youth residents of the City of any age
through 18 years. Subcommittees include:
Youth Council, Youth Theatre and Youth
Sports.

The Community Development
Block Grant staff is currently in the
process of updating Section 3 Program
guidelines and procedures pertaining
to low- and moderate-income workers 
and businesses located in the City of
West Jordan. In addition, the City is 
conducting its five-year update of the
Analysis of Impediments to Fair Hous-
ing Opportunities. For more informa-
tion concerning these updates, contact
Charles Tarver, CDBG program man-
ager, at 801-569-5062.

Section 3 and fair 
housing impediments
policies being updated

Youth Theatre presents 
‘Cinderella’s Glass Slipper’ Nov. 3-12

West Jordan Youth Theatre proudly presents “Cinderella’s Glass Slipper,” a lively
musical by Bill Francoeur and Vera Morris, Nov. 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12 at 7 p.m. at West
Jordan Middle School, 7550 South 1700 West. More than 70 youth plus parents and other
adult volunteers are singing, dancing, memorizing, sewing and building their way to
present this upbeat version of this classic favorite. 

The magical story of “Cinderella’s Glass Slipper” takes the poor peasant girl through
musical twists and turns before falling in love with her handsome prince. You’ll meet
playful new characters like Domo, who directs activities in the kingdom, a third silly
stepsister, and an Apprentice Fairy God Mother who determines if Cinderella is worthy
of the special gifts she has in store. 

Director Jessie Ibrahim takes on the challenge of this large double cast in order to
involve more families from the community. It’s a great way to give young people oppor-
tunities to develop self esteem, learn about theatre, and be involved in the arts, she says. 

Tickets are $6, children 2 and under are free. Doors open for seating at 6:30 p.m.
Visit wjyouththeatre.com for performance dates, ticket information, upcoming events,
and to see how you too can volunteer and be part of WJYT productions. 

Chantel Jorgensen (left) and Jessica Pearce (right) are double cast in the role of
“Cinderella” with Samuel Ahanonu (center) playing the role of “Prince Charming” 

in the Youth Theatre’s upcoming production of “Cinderella’s Glass Slipper.”
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OCTOBER
26 . . . . . City Council Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
29 . . . . . West Jordan Symphony’s Fall Concert, at Senior Center, 

8025 S. 2200 West, 7:30 p.m.

NOVEMBER
1 . . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
5-12 . . . West Jordan Youth Theatre’s “Cinderella’s Glass Slipper” 

at West Jordan Middle School, 7550 S. 1700 West, 7 p.m.
8 . . . . . . General Election
9 . . . . . . City Council Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
15 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
16 . . . . . City Council Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
19 . . . . . Schorr Gallery Reception featuring Suzan Rasmussen 

(show runs thru Dec. 30)

DECEMBER
1-17 . . . “Best Christmas Pageant Ever,” 7:30 p.m., Midvale Performing 

Arts Center, 695 W. 7720 South
6 . . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
7 . . . . . . City Council Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
10 . . . . . Christmas for the Animals, West Jordan Animal Shelter, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
14 . . . . . City Council Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.
18 . . . . . Messiah Sing Along at Salt Lake Community College Institute 

of Religion, 3431 W. Wight’s Fort Rd., 7 p.m.
20 . . . . . Planning Commission Meeting at City Hall, 6 p.m.

For more information, visit WJordan.com or call 801-569-5100.
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Down payment assistance funds available
The City of West Jordan currently has funds available for down payment assis-

tance for the purchase of homes within the City. Persons wishing to purchase homes
within the City of West Jordan may be eligible for up to $5,000 in down payment or
closing assistance. Homebuyers must meet housing/debt ratios, income restrictions
and contribute $2,000 cash toward the home purchase. Contact Charles Tarver,
CDBG manager, at 801-569-5062 or visit the resident section of WJordan.com for
more information.

The new West Jordan affordable housing project located at 3200 West and 7800
South is scheduled for completion by the end of November. Seventy-two one- and
two-bedroom and ADA units will be available for rent. Residents must be 55 years
of age or older and be income qualified. Utah Non Profit Housing Corporation is in
the process of accepting applications for future residents. For more information,
contact Utah Non Profit at 801-364-6117.

Affordable housing project nearing completion

SHAZAAM! It just isn’t Christmas
without the Herdmans! West Jordan
Theater Arts will once again be present-
ing “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
based on the book by Barbara Robinson. 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
is the touching story of the unruly,
uproarious Herdman family as they
wreak havoc during the rehearsals for a
local church’s Christmas pageant.
Despite their grimy faces and tattered
clothes, the Herdmans – “the worst kids
in the whole history of the world” – and
an entire church congregation discover
the true meaning of Christmas. 

The play opens as plans for the
church’s pageant run amuck when the
director, Mrs. Armstrong (Kate Bedore)
breaks her leg. Grace Bradley (Meri-

Lynne Michaelis), who didn’t expect to
have anything to do with the Christmas
pageant, steps in as director. The
Herdmans show up at the audition and
demand all the leading roles. Chaos
erupts but Mrs. Bradley perseveres, and
the church youth produce what everyone
considers “the best Christmas pageant
ever.” This production is directed by 
Pat Oliver.

The show will run on Thursdays,
Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays, 
Dec. 1-17 at the Midvale Performing
Arts Center, 695 West 7720 South.
Tickets are $6 for adults and $4 for 
children, students and seniors and will
be available beginning Nov. 1 at the 
West Jordan Macey’s Food Store and 
at the door.

Discover the New, New Bingham Highway
UDOT reminds West Jordan residents that New Bingham Highway will be

realigned at the end of October as part of Mountain View Corridor construction. The
realignment will connect 5600 West and a new extension of 9000 South. 5600 West
will also be widened to two lanes in each direction. These changes will accommo-
date a future interchange at 9000 South and MVC. For more information and to
watch the New Bingham Highway navigational video, please visit udot.utah.gov/
mountainviewslcounty.

The West Jordan Police Department is gearing up for its next session of the Citizen
Police Academy. The 13-week session begins Thursday, Jan. 12, 2012 at 6 p.m.
Participants get an inside look at how the police department works and learn about dif-
ferent aspects of police work, including firearm safety, crime scene investigation, K-9,
and SWAT. 

Course highlights include a simulation gun scenario where participants armed with
simulation guns and simulation ammo role play as officers tasked with clearing a build-
ing occupied with “bandits.” Participants also learn about the latest in ID thefts, scams
and frauds; narcotics; and gangs. 

Classes are held each Thursday and last about three hours. Participants must be at
least 18 years of age, live or work in West Jordan, and pass a basic background check.
There is no fee. Additional information and an application can be found online at
WJordan.com by clicking on “Departments,” “Police” and then clicking on “Citizen
Police Academy.”  For more information, contact Barb Tatangelo at 801-256-2212 or
via e-mail at barbarat@wjordan.com.

Thieves have once again stolen streetlight conductor wire causing yet another
time consuming and costly repair for the city’s Public Works department. Please
keep your eyes open and call 801-840-4000 if you see suspicious activity. You can
remain anonymous. 

The Herman kids in West Jordan's The Best Christmas Pageant Ever portrayed by
(l-r) William Later, Ian Hadlock, Kayla Siebeneck, Jaxon and Jaron Konishi,

Taylor Condor and Ammon Black.

Tickets go on sale Nov.1 for 
‘Best Christmas Pageant Ever’

Fall is a great time to trim trees
Fall foliage provides a “color show” in

Utah’s mountains and in our own back-
yards. When the show ends and the leaves
fall, make use of the city’s green waste
program, which runs through Nov. 25.
Remember to place the leaves directly in
the green waste cans (plastic bags are not
accepted).

With the leaves off the trees, it’s easi-
er to see structural problems and correct
them through proper pruning so they don’t
become safety hazards. Common city tree
code violations occur in four areas:

1. Sign visibility – Trees must be
trimmed so their canopies don’t interfere
with the visibility of stop signs, yield sign,
street address signs and other regulatory
signs. 

2. Clear vision – trees or bushes must
be trimmed so motorists or pedestrians can
see oncoming traffic at intersections.

3. Sidewalk clearance – Trees or

bushes must not obstruct pedestrian travel.
Trees adjacent to pedestrian walkways
need to have a minimum canopy clearance
of eight feet above grade.

4. Street side clearance – Tree
canopies that extend over streets need to
provide canopy clearance of at least 15 feet
above the pavement. Low-hanging trees
interfere with motorists and cause issues
for snowplow operations, paving opera-
tions, garbage collection, street sweeping
operations and more. 

It is the property owner’s responsibili-
ty to maintain their trees and planting
material. If there is a complaint or an oper-
ation that is being altered due to your trees
or planting material, you may receive a
visit from a Community Service Officer to
correct the issue. Details about the city’s
tree code are online at WJordan.com, or
contact the city's Urban Forester, Dave
Naylor, at dnaylor@wjordan.com. 

You’re the eyes and ears of our community

Call the police if you see suspicious activity

Register now for Citizen Police Academy
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