
 
 

 From the City Manager’s Office 
Lt. Col. Mark R. Palesh (Ret.), City Manager 

 

 

WEEKLY HAPPENINGS REPORT 

December 9, 2016 

 

 

Dear Mayor and City Council: 

 

Below are some highlights of what happened in various City departments over the last week: 

 

 

 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Support the animals at the West Jordan Shelter with a gift or donation Saturday, Dec. 10th from 10 a.m.-

2 p.m. Pets and their humans are invited to stop by the shelter for light refreshments (5982 W. New 

Bingham Highway).  

 

Registration is now open for the Healthy West Jordan Committee’s “Way to a Better Life Contest.” The 

contest runs from January 17-April 25. More information 

 

Don’t miss the Theater Arts production of “It’s a Wonderful Life.” The remaining performances are 

Dec. 9th, 10th and 12th at 7:30 p.m. at the Midvale Performing Arts Center, 695 W Center St.  

 

The deadline for the January newsletter is December 12th because of the holidays, so please plan 

accordingly. 

 

Applications are being accepted for the Citizen Police Academy. There is no charge to enroll, but 

applicants must pass a police background check and commit to attend the 11-week course. The 

Academy is Thursday nights from 6 to 9 p.m. in the Community Room at the Police Department, 8040 

S. Redwood Road. Participants must be 18-years of age. 

 

We currently have openings on several city committees. More information is online or email 

info@wjordan.com for details. 
 

 

 

 

  

http://wjordan.com/Files/Administration/Events/2017%20Events/2017WBL2.pdf
http://wjordan.com/Residents.aspx?pgID=2.3
mailto:info@wjordan.com


 

FIRE 

The Fire Department has responded to 94 medical calls and 27 fire calls over the past week. Many calls 

are ones we go on routinely, but here are some that stood out more than others: 

 

West Jordan engine 53, ladder truck 54 and ambulance, along with South Jordan crews responded to a 

structure fire at Jordan Landing. The fire was contained to the kitchen area of the business. The sprinkler 

system activated and with the quick response from all the crews the fire was extinguished. The damage 

was estimated at $5,000. 

 

Medic engine 55 responded to a person who had fallen and was unconscious. A female was at the 

bottom of her stairs with lacerations to the head. Her husband found her not breathing and gave her 

rescue breaths and she revived. Her wound was bandaged and she was transported to Intermountain 

Medical Center. 

 

West Jordan crews responded into South Jordan Daybreak on a rescue. A construction worker was using 

a scissor lift to install siding on a two-story home. The machine stopped working and he was stuck at the 

top. Crews extended their ladder and Firefighter Steele assisted the worker out of the lift basket and 

down to safety. 

 

A report of smoke coming from the Jordan Meadows Medical Center sent a response of several units 

from West Jordan, South Jordan and Unified Fire. Our investigation revealed that a furnaces had 

malfunctioned causing the motor to burn up. There was no fire damage.  

 

A report of a full arrest sent West Jordan crews to a home, where a neighbor had not seen the occupant 

in several days. The crews gained entry through a window. The woman was located behind the front 

door with several layers of items on top of her. She was not breathing and declared to be deceased. The 

incident was turned over to the West Jordan Police. 

 

West Jordan fire along with other fire departments and the hazmat crew, were called to the report of an 

explosion. Questar Gas was already on scene when we arrived. We started an investigation and found 

that an igniter on a heater was altered causing a malfunction and a manifold eruption. A Questar 

representative checked other areas of the building for gas and determined it to be safe. All fire units 

were released. 

 

 

POLICE  

During the past week the West Jordan S.W.A.T. Team served a search warrant for the D.E.A. in West Jordan 

City. Two suspects were taken into custody with ties to a major Mexican Cartel and a pound of heroin and a 

pound of cocaine were seized as evidence. 

 

Detective Webster screened charges with the Assistant United States Attorney on a suspect who fled from him on 

foot. During the pursuit the violent convicted felon tossed a stolen gun that was later recovered and while the 

suspect was being detained another firearm along with narcotics were found in his possession. The United States 

Attorney’s Office accepted the case and will prosecute the suspect in federal court. 

 

Detectives Webster and Lang assisted patrol and the P.O.P. unit locating two suspects involved in a fraud ring. 

During the commission of one of the frauds, the suspects fled on foot from Officer Bickham and then in a vehicle 

from Detective Bockholt. Detectives Webster and Lang held surveillance on a residence in West Valley City and 

observed the suspects and the vehicle arrive at the residence. As the suspect came back out to the vehicle he was 

taken into custody by members of the Warrant and P.O.P. units. The second suspect was located in the residence 

and arrested. The suspects subsequently admitted to the crimes. 



 

PARKS 

Parks 

 Parks staff is reviewing and updating the Parks landscape and irrigation standards 

 Reviewing and updating the city tree ordinance and the acceptable tree planting list. 

 Reviewing and updating the Parks facilities use policy. 

 Reviewing and updating the parks handbook. 

 Continuing to work through the many park projects with the allotted bond monies. 

 Front line snow removal with the streets Division. 

 

Events 

Have you found Santa yet? The events department is working diligently on hiding Santa throughout the 

City for our First Annual Santa Search. If you are wondering, YES you can participate too! Follow us on 

our West Jordan Events page on Facebook and at WJordanEvents on Instagram. Look for the clues that 

are posted throughout the day as to where Santa may be hiding. If you are lucky enough to find him first, 

bring him in to our offices to redeem your fantastic prize. They have received more than $3000.00 worth 

in prizes and have reached a large amount of participants for this event. They are also in preparation for 

our “Stampede Days” celebration this upcoming July.  

 

 

  



 

DEVELOPMENT 

Planning & Zoning 

Planning Commission held a public meeting on December 6, 2016 and took the following actions: 

West Jordan Public Works – Future Land Use Map Amendment, Rezone, and Preliminary Site Plan 

The Planning Commission forwarded a positive recommendation to the City Council to approve the Future 

Land Use Map Amendment for 0.44 acres from Parks and Open Space to Public Facilities and Rezone the same 

area from R-1-10D (Single-family residential 10,000 square foot lots) zone to PF (Public Facilities) Zone, 

located at 8060 South 4000 West. The Planning Commission also conditionally approved a preliminary site 

plan on the property, which is a parking lot extension of the City’s future public works facility. 

 

The Cottages at the Oaks of Jordan Hills Villages – Future Land Use Map Amendment, Preliminary 

Development Plan, and Preliminary Subdivision Plat 

The Planning Commission forwarded a negative recommendation to the City Council for the Future Land Use 

Map Amendment for 11.71 acres from Community Commercial to High Density Residential and associated 

Preliminary Development Plan for 114 single-family lots on 11.71 acres and one 2.89 acre commercial lot. The 

property is located on the southeast corner of U-111 7800 South. The Planning Commission denied the 

associated Preliminary Subdivision Plat.  

 

Gladstone Place – Preliminary Development Plan, Preliminary Subdivision, and Preliminary Site Plan 

The Planning Commission forwarded a positive recommendation to the City Council to approve the Preliminary 

Development plan that would allow 347 residential units on 26.2 acres. The Planning Commission conditionally 

approved the associated subdivision and site plan for the development. This development is generally located 

at 7800 South Mountain View Corridor (southwest corner). 

 

City Council held a public meeting December 7th, and took the following actions: 

West Woods – Rezone 

The City Council approved the request to rezone 3.1 acres from R-1-10A (PD) (Single-family Residential 

10,000 square foot lots – Planned Development) Zone to R-1-8E (Single-family residential 8,000 square foot 

lots) Zone for West Woods development, The property is located at approximately 7904-7930 South 2700 

West. 

 

Office of Development Assistance 

Pre-application meetings held: 

 Crossing at Campus View – 7824 S. 3800 West 

 

New applications received: 

 Jordan Village Lot 5 commercial site plan – 2573 West 7800 South 

 BMC – 1369 W. 7900 South 

 Hyde Point Phase 2 – 8200 S. Stokesley Drive 

 

Redlines returned to developers: 

 Copper Valley Estates Phase 2 final subdivision – 8502 South 5600 West 

 The View at 5600 West Phase 1 final site and subdivision: 8200 South 5600 West 

 

Revised plans returned for staff review: 

 Beltway Properties industrial site plan at 6118 West 9790 South 

 South Jordan Zones 7 & 8 Water Tank – rezone and general plan amendment – 7400 W. New Bingham 

Highway 

 Orchard Heights Phase 1 final subdivision – 6600 West 7800 South  

 

Plats recorded with County: 

 Sommerglen Heights Phase 2 – 7300 South 5600 West   



 

PUBLIC WORKS, Utilities 

Wastewater 

Staff repaired the dilapidate storm water culvert railing at the Vista West Park located at approximately 

3800 West and 7700 South, which created a safety hazard. The crew fabricated and installed a new 

railing that is stronger and will last longer than the original, providing improved safety for park users. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stormwater 

Performed SWPPP inspections for: 

 Loneview South Subdivision  

 Echo Ridge Subdivision  

 Overland Storage  

 Okubo 3 

 Oak Park Place  

 Starbuck on 6200 South 

 Sommerglen Heights, Creekside 3 

 Copperhills Estates  

 Quality Steel  

 Three forks Phase 7. 

 

GIS and Stormwater began using the Granit Net software. The Granit Net software will help the 

stormwater crew meet the state EPA requirements for record keeping  

 

Stormwater operation’s inspected 25 city owned stormwater basins this week. Some of the major ones 

that we inspected were  

 Jordan River Settling ponds 

 Railroad Park 1 

 Oaks 

 Park Village  

 Bridal Creek  

 North and South Soccer Fields.  

 

 

 



 

PUBLIC WORKS, Utilities, Stormwater Continued . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water Operations 

 Operations crews completed 10 routine samples during the week.  

 Operations crews met with Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District to arrange our use of their 

portable chlorine injection trailer. This system will be used to improve the chlorine residual in 

the West Jordan water system in the Maples subdivision and surrounding areas. 

 The Water Operations crew continued their winter maintenance program by cleaning the Grizzly 

and Airport Booster Stations. The work included inspecting the stations pumping systems and 

making repairs and adjustments, re-organizing equipment and general cleaning. This is done 

annually to ensure the water system is working well and the system components are clean and 

maintained in the best condition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stormwater operations 

televised Three Fork 

phase 7, Creekside and 

Lone View Phase 3. 

 

Grizzly Booster Station 

Floors Before Cleaning: 

 



 

PUBLIC WORKS, Utilities, Water Operations Continued . . .  

 Staff were called out at 6:30 a.m. Sunday morning to repair athe 10 inch waterline break at 8892 

South 4800 West, near the entrance of Jordan Hills Elementary. The crew was assisted by the 

Streets Crew and was able to finish the repair in about 6 hours.  The appropriate traffic control 

measures were implemented to ensure Monday morning traffic could navigate through the 

construction area and to help school personnel access the school. Utility management contacted 

school administrators Monday morning and explained the situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 inch waterline break 8892 South 4800 West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

10-inch waterline 

break near the 

entrance of 

Jordan Hills 

Elementary 

Traffic Control at 

Waterline Repair Site 

 

Hydro Excavation at Waterline Break 

 



 

PUBLIC WORKS, Continued . . .  

Fleet 

 Preventative Maintenance(PM) Completed: 21 

o PM Type B: 10 (4000 Mile / 4 Month) 

o PM Type C: 5 (12,000 Mile / 12 Month) 

o PM Type D: 3 (24,000 Mile / 24 Month) 

o PM Type Y: 3 (Yearly Inspection) 

 Fuel Gallons Dispensed: 4,886 

o Diesel: 1,450 

o Unleaded: 3,436 

 

 

We are starting to receive some of the new Public Safety vehicles. The first two that are going to be 

ready for service are two new Ford Escapes for the Fire Department: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Projects 

7000 South Utility Project 

Plans have been released to the contractor and the project bids will open on January 10th. Award of the 

contract will be on January 25th. A small contract for building the box culvert for the South Jordan Canal 

will be on the City Council meeting on January 10th for award. The work is scheduled to last for 210 

days from Notice To Proceed. 

 

5600 West Project – 7800 to 8600 South 

A water line bid was received from 12 bidders, and Silver Spur was the low bidder at $400,600.00. The 

Engineer’s Estimate was over $500,000.00. This work is he advance utility work to clear 95% of the 

required water work before the Federal road work begins in the Spring of 2017. 

 

  



 

PUBLIC WORKS, Public Services 

Street Operations 

‘Tis the season – Streets staff began snow removal this week. We will continue to monitor multiple 

weather forecasts on a daily basis as we prepare for the worst and hope for the best. Streets and Parks 

have a number of new employees, so we are also making an effort to provide some “drive time” for 

those new employees while being mentored by our experienced drivers. 

 

The following are some tips for driving in the snow  

 The main advice is to plan ahead, clear all of your windows, slow down and realize, in advance, 

that your trip (whether to the corner store, school, mall or work) will take longer… 

 

 Accelerate and decelerate slowly. Applying the gas slowly to accelerate is the best method for 

regaining traction and avoiding skids. Don’t try to get moving in a hurry. And take time to slow 

down for a stoplight. Remember: It takes longer to slow down on icy roads. 

 

 Drive slowly. Everything takes longer on snow-covered roads. Accelerating, stopping, turning – 

nothing happens as quickly as on dry pavement. Give yourself time to maneuver by driving 

slowly. 

 

 The normal dry pavement following distance of three to four seconds should be increased to 

eight to ten seconds. This increased margin of safety will provide the longer distance needed if 

you have to stop. 

 

 Know your brakes. If you have anti-lock brakes (ABS) and need to slow down quickly, press 

hard on the pedal-it’s normal for the pedal to vibrate a bit when the ABS is activated. 

 

 Don’t stop if you can avoid it. There’s a big difference in the amount of inertia it takes to start 

moving from a full stop versus how much it takes to get moving while still rolling. If you can 

slow down enough to keep rolling until a traffic light changes, do it. 

 

 Don’t power up hills. Applying extra gas on snow-covered roads just starts your wheels 

spinning. Try to get a little inertia going before you reach the hill and let that inertia carry you to 

the top. As you reach the crest of the hill, reduce your speed and proceed downhill as slowly as 

possible. 

 

 Don’t stop going up a hill. There’s nothing worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an icy 

road. Get some inertia going on a flat roadway before you take on the hill. 

 

 Stay home. If you really don’t have to go out, don’t. Even if you can drive well in the snow, not 

everyone else can. Don’t tempt fate: If you don’t have somewhere you have to be, watch the 

snow from indoors. 

 

 Visit AAA’s YouTube page for more videos on winter driving tips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrdkgB-Lk8ebw_irLPI7OLQlrHuYcQJJP


 

 

PUBLIC WORKS, Public Services, Street Operations Continued . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Streets staff also installed bases for new signs at the new Mountain America crossing location. 

Bases were also installed at 7800 South 6700 West for new RRFB (Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon). 

 

Graffiti Abatement 

Graffiti Removed from four public locations for a total of 440 square feet.  

   

 

 

 

 

Streets staff assisted with restoration 

following a water main break on 4800 West. 

at about 8850 South. Utilities staff made the 

repair to the mainline and backfilled the 

excavation and the Streets staff assisted with 

clean up and paving. The repair area was 

paved for vehicular access and we will 

monitor the area in the coming months as 

some settlement is to be expected. The 

mainline was a large diameter and there was 

a great deal of water which came to the 

surface – as a result, the base rock and 

subgrade are usually quite saturated beyond 

the area of the break where material was 

disturbed. The Concrete Crew did some mud 

pumping and grinding to address some of the 

grade differentials resulting from the pressure 

of the water break, however; they have some 

sections of concrete which will be removed 

and replaced once the temporary road work is 

completed. 

 

 


