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Dear Mayor and City Council: 

 

In spite of what some people may think, I am extremely disheartened by the negative press 

and social media attention we are receiving right now. The issues are impacting our staff 

morale, decisions we make, and the overall mood in the City. I feel a deep sense of 

responsibility to do my part to overcome this state of affairs. 

 

I am inspired by the words in Brian Tracy’s book, “No Excuses!” where he says, “The mark 

of the leader, the truly superior person, is that he or she accepts complete responsibility for 

the situation.” It goes on to say, “This sense of “response-ability” is the mark of the highly 

developed personality: You take responsibility for your life by resolving in advance, that you 

will not become upset or angry over something that you cannot affect or change. Just as you 

do not become angry about the weather, you do not become angry over circumstances and 

situations over which you have no control.” 

 

Making this a team effort allows us greater opportunity for success. Prospects to improve our 

working relationship include ideas like; the use of a mediator to break down problems and 

find solutions, provide regular and complete communication with the entire Council, follow 

the laws and ordinances of our form of government that create clear boundaries for the 

balance of responsibility and power, and to take more time to listen and understand rather 

than blame and assume. 

 

I am interested in hearing your ideas and working together to make our ideas a reality. The 

opportunities for success are all around us and focusing our efforts on these goals are more 

productive than what many of us are currently caught up in. I want to publically commit my 

responsibility to each of you to better engage myself in the activities mentioned above to 

bring about more positive change. There is no question that we can create our own destiny if 

we set our minds to it. 

 

Read on for more examples of those actions that made a difference this week. 

 

 

FIRE 

Prevention and Emergency Management 

We participated in the Jordan School District Safe Schools Committee meeting. The group is 

developing a school reunification program to standardize the way students are released to 

their parents or guardians in the event of a significant disruption in the normal school day. 

The plan being developed integrates the reunification process into a Branch of the Incident 

Command System that the schools already in place. It can be put into motion whether the 

disruption is caused by nature, accident or manmade intent. 

 



 

 

PARKS 

The summer temps have arrived and Parks staff has been going through the many irrigation 

systems on the parkstrips and repairing any issues.  

 

Parks staff is reviewing the first round of proposals on the new playground systems and 

continuing to move forward with the many other projects that pertain to the parks projects 

list. 

 

Continuing with General Parks Maintenance throughout the city. 

 

Weed abatement is in full swing at all the many properties throughout the city. 

 

Parks staff will soon be preparing for the upcoming summer soccer tournaments. 

 

 

ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

Building permits issued in the last week included 17 new single family dwellings and 279 

new multi-family units including the long anticipated Jordan Valley TOD apartments at 

approximately 3295 West 8600 South.  Total valuation of all permits was $37.6 million.  

 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 16th and took the following actions: 

 A conditional use permit for the Salt Lake County Health Department at 7971 South 

1825 West was granted to allow the building to exceed 30 feet in height. Particularly 

an entry feature will be 38 feet tall. 

 

 A conditional use permit for an Accessory Living Quarters at 3226 Starlite Drive was 

denied primarily based on the pre-existing structure that does not meet the code 

criteria, exceeding the square footage limits based on the size of the principal 

dwelling. 

 

 Foursquare Properties applied for a general plan land use amendment for Jordan 

Landing Phase 7 at 7556 South Campus View Drive for 8.8 acres going from Very 

High Density Residential to Regional Commercial. This amendment will reflect the 

existing SC-3 (Regional Shopping Center) Zone.  They want to proceed with a new 

commercial development.  The Planning Commission forwarded a positive 

recommendation for the amendment. 

 

Demolition of the vacant buildings on the northeast corner of 7800 South and Redwood Road 

was completed this week in preparation for construction of CVS Pharmacy. 

 

The certificate of occupancy has been issued for McDonalds located in the Highlands. 

 

Staff met with a developer who would like to build apartments near the Maples area.  Staff 

informed them of the moratorium on apartments.  He would like to meet with the elected 

officials. 

 

The application period for the City Planner has closed.  The applications have been reviewed 

and the interview process will begin within a week. 



 

 

 

POLICE 

A search warrant revealed 4 ounces of meth, SKS rifle, 2 shotguns (one being a sawed-off), a 

loaded handgun, two stolen motorcycles and a stolen cargo trailer.  UPD took a box truck 

away of suspected stolen tools and bicycles.  We are still trying to verify a Komatsu front-

end loader that we suspect is also stolen out of West Jordan.  

 

West Jordan Police Department hosted Force Science Training, which took place this entire 

week at Copper Hills High School.  This training had 120 attendees from all over the 

country, to include some of our own staff.  It included the presentation of scientific research 

to aid investigators in reviewing the use of force.  It has been a very beneficial training. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Community Affairs 

Stampede Committee continues working hard to put on a great rodeo July 2-4. Tickets on 

sale now at www.WesternStampede.com.  

 

http://www.westernstampede.com/

